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that of the little money he possessed he might have more
to spend on his experiments. The once well-dressed,
popular artist had become a down-at-the-heel, ragged
inventor whom most people regarded as having sacri-
ficed a great career to follow a crazy dream quite im-
possible of realisation.

Nevertheless, Morse persisted, and at last, after five
vears of unceasing toil, success came to him, and he
completed a small apparatus which was actually the
first electric telegraph in the New World, and the source
from which has sprung the vast telegraph system which
now covers the American Continent. Morse had
triumphed, but he had yet to convince his countrymen
of the worth of his invention. With this end in view,
he set up a small circuit of 1700 feet of copper wire in
the building of New York University, of which he was
still a professor, and there, on September 2, 1837, he
transmitted a message along his little line and success-
fully demonstrated his invention before a group of
astonished friends.

The United States now had an electric telegraph, but
to invent a thing is one matter, to persuade people and
especially a government to adopt it for general use is
quite another. So Morse was soon to discover; mean-
while, he had one stroke of good fortune. A firm of
iron and brass workers named Vail were so impressed
by Morse's invention that they offered to join him in
pushing his telegraph, and the offer being gratefully
accepted, they lent him some help both financially and
in the production of his apparatus. With their assistance
the original machine was improved and a patent se-